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NEWS #CLIMATE TECH 2 December 2023

French st�rtup Morfo w�nts to reforest the equiv�lent of
the surf�ce �re� of Germ�ny �nd Sp�in by 2050
Two ye�rs �fter its cre�tion, Morfo proves th�t it's possible to m�n�ge �
deeptech st�rtup differently; by h�ving � very strong rel�tionship with public
rese�rch �nd by getting into the commerci�lis�tion ph�se immedi�tely.
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Morfo‘s �mbition? To restore forest ecosystems on � l�rge sc�le, including using drones to quickly
pl�nt seed c�psules. By the end of 2023, the st�rtup will h�ve reforested more th�n 600 hect�res,
i.e. 800 footb�ll fields.

According to the UN, 1 billion hect�res of forest must be restored by 2030 to meet the clim�te
emergency. At the current r�te, only 5% of the t�rget would be �chieved. Morfo’s mission is to
sc�le up reforest�tion.

Hugo �nd P�sc�l Asselin �re brothers �nd live in French Gui�n�, where their f�ther worked in �
mine. P�sc�l l�unched � st�rt-up in Leg�ltech �nd Hugo followed his f�ther to � mining comp�ny,
where he w�s in ch�rge of closing mines �nd reh�bilit�ting soils. It w�s there th�t he discovered
the ch�llenges �nd the difficulty of restoring ecosystems. The two brothers then met Adrien
P�ges, �n entrepreneur who h�d �lre�dy l�unched � comp�ny developing �n �ltern�tive to pl�stic
p�ck�ges. Together, they im�gined this drone reforest�tion project.

“The ide� seemed � bit lun�r,” �dmits Adrien P�ges, CEO of
Morfo.

“It w�s submitted to scientists in Fr�nce �nd in p�rticul�r to the IRD (the Rese�rch Institute for
Development) �nd CIRAD (Centre for Intern�tion�l Cooper�tion in Agricultur�l Rese�rch for
Development). They v�lid�ted the ide�, �nd we l�unched � first rese�rch in coll�bor�tion with them.
Our very strong rel�tionship with public rese�rch h�s been extremely benefici�l; it h�s given us
credibility, trust, but �lso �cceler�tion. “.

Multiply v�lid�tions in � short period of time

Things �re indeed moving very quickly for the three young entrepreneurs. In J�nu�ry 2022, they
found themselves on � mine in French Gui�n� with their first function�l prototype to pl�nt the first
seeds. On the s�me month, they signed their first client for � project in G�bon. A few months l�ter,
the st�rtup joined Agor�nov, the science �nd tech incub�tor in P�ris. Less th�n � ye�r �fter its
cre�tion, Morfo h�s m�n�ged to g�rner scientific, commerci�l �nd m�rket v�lid�tion. A new
v�lid�tion will �rrive in November 2022, with � £3.47M r�ise from Demeter, R�ise Ventures, AFI
Ventures (Ventech), Te�mP�ct Ventures �nd business �ngels.

Morfo is therefore in � r�ther unique position. Indeed, � deeptech comp�ny would typic�lly spend
its first five ye�rs doing rese�rch before deploying its solution. However, the three co-founders
felt the urgency – not just reg�rding clim�te ch�nge – to confront the m�rket. The te�m now h�s
22 employees �nd h�s signed clients worth sever�l hundred thous�nd – even millions – of euros.

This growth led them to open �n office in Br�zil, where tr�ction w�s p�rticul�rly strong with the
mining industry. Indeed, the m�jority of customers belong to this industry but could quickly
diversify.

“We’re looking �t commerci�l times th�t c�n go up to twelve
or eighteen months. And we’ve been l�unched just two ye�rs
�go. We �re therefore moving forw�rd with public �uthorities,
st�tes, but �lso �gri-food comp�nies. The objective is to

https://www.morfo.rest/en/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hugo-asselin/?originalSubdomain=fr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pascal-asselin/?originalSubdomain=fr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/adrienpagesreforestation/?locale=en_US
https://www.linkedin.com/in/adrienpagesreforestation/?locale=en_US
https://www.agoranov.com/
https://www.maddyness.com/2022/12/08/morfo-reforestation-zones-tropicales/
https://demeter-im.com/en/home/
https://www.raisestartups.co.uk/
https://allianceforimpact.com/ventures/
https://allianceforimpact.com/ventures/
https://www.teampact.ventures/
https://www.maddyness.com/uk/?s=%C2%A0
https://www.maddyness.com/uk/


12/12/2023, 10:19 French startup Morfo wants to reforest the equivalent of the surface area of Germany and Spain by 2050 - Maddyness UK

https://www.maddyness.com/uk/2023/12/02/french-startup-morfo-wants-to-reforest-the-equivalent-of-the-surface-area-of-germany-and-spain-by-2050/ 3/4

VALENTIN PRINGUAY

SHARE

Rel�ted �rticles

NEWS BY MADDYNESS, WITH FOCAL 8 December 2023

M�ddyMoney �nd why everyone br�ves sub-zero conditions: the Slush bon�nz�

NEWS BY PAUL FERRETTI 8 December 2023

Trusting in Tomorrow: Gen Z’s digit�l confidence required �cross the bo�rd, business
report shows

NEWS BY PAUL FERRETTI 7 December 2023

AWS Women’s Demo D�y in London: Empowering �dvice from empowered women
entrepreneurs

diversify enormously bec�use the need for reforest�tion is
re�lly glob�l! ” expl�ins Adrien P�ges.

Time to sc�le up

And Morfo is thinking big with the �mbition to be the pl�yer th�t will re�lly �llow the sc�ling up of
qu�lity reforest�tion. The ch�llenge is not to simply pl�nt �s m�ny trees �s possible, for it is
necess�ry to offer � wide v�riety of species to promote the return of diversified ecosystems th�t
will �llow them to be resilient.

The st�rtup �ims to h�ve � long-term imp�ct, using the extensive rese�rch work to select the
trees th�t will still flourish in forty ye�rs’ time, even if the clim�te jumps by 4°C.

“We w�nt to reforest the equiv�lent of the surf�ce �re� of
Germ�ny �nd Sp�in by 2050,” This will st�rt to h�ve � re�l
imp�ct on � glob�l sc�le. But even if we succeed, it still won’t
be enough �nd other comp�nies will h�ve to do it.” expl�ins
Adrien P�ges.

The sc�le of the problem is enormous, but so is the �mbition of Morfo’s co-founders.
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